It has been well recognized in the pre-antibiotic therapy era that chronic otitis media was most frequently seen in patients with poorly pneumatized temporal bone and acute otitis media was commonly seen in well pneumatized temporal bone. It is believed antibiotics have changed the incidence and the course of otitis media. Therefore, we suspected there may have been changes in the distribution of pneumatization in the cases with chronic otitis media.
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We studied the roentgenograms of the temporal bone of 749 patients (921 cases) with chronic otitis 
